
THE PATH TO BE A CORRECTIONAL OFFICER

While college is not necessary for a career as a correctional officer, The most important part of becoming a correctional
officer is the proper training. For many correctional officer jobs, a high school diploma or equivalent is.

Cognitive Requirements â€” Most organizations require candidates to be U. Near normal vision and hearing
are also required, with or without correction. Correctional officers receive a thorough training program, both
on the job and at a ministry training site. All correctional officers will be on probation for the first 12
qualifying pay periods. Before applying, make sure you check with your state department of corrections for
application policies and procedures. Scilly is a writer and editor who writes for various online publications,
specializing in business and management. Do I need training to become a correctional officer? In some states
this must be done prior to employment being offered. Many organizations require candidates to demonstrate
their fitness through a series of physical evaluations, which may include sprints, long distance runs, pushups,
sit-ups, or flexibility tests. For a federal corrections job, corrections officers must have at least a bachelor's
degree or have three years of work experience in a related field such as supervision or counseling. This
training program can last around 6 to 12 months, depending on local laws and policies of the prison you intend
to work at. He or she will also find it easier to advance to leadership positions. In order to graduate from these
programs, recruits must pass a written or practical exam, and also qualify in the use of firearms. Candidates
also will be scheduled for a vision test. Law enforcement or military experience may also be acceptable.
Prisons and jails are operated at the federal, state, and local level, which means there are an abundance of
opportunities for those entering the field of Corrections. In most cases you must be a U. If not, keep pursuing
the most advanced and challenging positions in your field and reapply the next time a warden position opens
up. Correctional Officer Careers In-Depth Like many other jobs, not all correctional officers have the same
primary tasks. In his free time he enjoys marathon training. How much do corrections officers make in
California? How long does it take to become a correctional officer? Simply be prepared to justify your
program decision and explain how your education translates to job skills when moving from college towards
your career. Requirements for Employment Fitness Requirements â€” Although the exact requirements to
serve as a correctional officer differ from agency to agency, the majority of employers seek candidates who
are physically fit, who have the ability to endure stressful environments. This evaluation consists of a series of
questions candidates respond to based upon their personal preferences. Correctional Officer Careers Basics
Correctional officers have the primary role of maintaining order within a detention facility, such as a local jail
or federal prison. Here, a high school diploma may not be enough. Step 5 - See Out Continuing Education and
Training Many positions within the fields of Criminal Justice and Law Enforcement will require extensive
post-certification training or other credentials. There are many job positions where correctional officers may
work including, but not limited to, housing officer, yard officer, visiting room officer, culinary officer,
transportation officer, search and escort officer, tower officer and administrative segregation officer. At a
minimum, most states teach the following procedures: Restraint techniques. Most successful candidates spend
a considerable amount of time training for the physical aspects of the process, practicing for the interview, and
studying for the written exam. Preparing to Become a Correctional Officer Physical Preparedness â€”
Participating in a rigorous physical fitness regimen will provide the strength, agility and endurance necessary
to satisfy the minimum standards of most corrections departments. If selected for hire, candidates may also be
subjected to a 12 month probationary period during their first year of training and employment, to ensure that
they are capable of handling the rigors of the job. With increased crime, mandatory structured sentencing, and
growing inmate populations, corrections jobs remain in high demand. A job candidate with at a degree or at
least a partial college education will be in a better position to find higher paying employment. While in high
school, aspiring correctional officers should pay particular attention to the following courses: Physical
Education Courses Correctional officers need to be able to physically defend themselves. This means that the
day-to-day duties of a correctional officer can vary widely. Candidates with prior law enforcement experience
will also typically receive preference in when applying for correctional positions. This necessity makes the
career path for becoming a warden much longer and more open-ended than other career paths, but anyone with
the ambition and drive to become a warden will be capable of succeeding. In other states, it is done
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post-employment, but successful completion is a condition of continued employment. You can demonstrate
your commitment to ongoing education and round out any diverse skills sets you may have with education and
training specific to the duties of warden. Correctional officers holding college degrees might have better
opportunities for advancement. Submit to a drug test. Still unsure if becoming a correctional officer is the right
career path? Failing any portion of the application process may lead to the candidate being disqualified for the
job.


