
GOOD LITERATURE REVIEW QUESTIONS

question. In graduate education studies, literature reviews are usually conducted as a . Characteristics of a Good
Research Question for a Literature Review.

Be wary of saying that your research will solve a problem, or that it will change practice. You may be able to
write a paragraph or so to introduce the focus of each section. Am I looking at issues of theory? Instead,
organize the literature review into sections that present themes or identify trends, including relevant theory.
How accurate and valid are the measurements? Use Quotes Sparingly Some short quotes are okay if you want
to emphasize a point, or if what an author stated cannot be easily paraphrased. Academic Skills Centre.
Historical literature reviews focus on examining research throughout a period of time, often starting with the
first time an issue, concept, theory, phenomena emerged in the literature, then tracing its evolution within the
scholarship of a discipline. It is not just a descriptive list of the material available, or a set of summaries
Besides enlarging your knowledge about the topic, writing a literature review lets you gain and demonstrate
skills in two areas information seeking: the ability to scan the literature efficiently, using manual or
computerized methods, to identify a set of useful articles and books critical appraisal: the ability to apply
principles of analysis to identify unbiased and valid studies. This will then provide you with a long reference
list, and some evaluation of the references it contains. Occasionally you will be asked to write one as a
separate assignment sometimes in the form of an annotated bibliographyâ€”see the bottom of the next page ,
but more often it is part of the introduction to an essay, research report, or thesis. Writing it up The task of
shaping a logical and effective report of a literature review is undeniably challenging. The purpose is to place
research in a historical context to show familiarity with state-of-the-art developments and to identify the likely
directions for future research. What other sections you include in the body is up to you but include only what
is necessary for the reader to locate your study within the larger scholarship framework. Is it clearly defined?
Are the author's arguments supported by evidence [e. Developing proposals Generic questions for a literature
review It is often useful to focus a literature review by means of review questions. Increasingly, examiners at
post-graduate level are looking for the detail of how you chose which evidence you decided to refer to.
Wherever possible, use original source material rather than summaries or reviews by others. A good,
well-explained structure is also a huge help to the reader. Who can help? Could the problem have been
approached more effectively from another perspective? There may also be key sources of publications for your
subject that are accessible electronically, such as collections of policy documents, standards, archive material,
videos, and audio-recordings. It is often helpful to start with a broad idea, then narrow your focus by
brainstorming related ideas. Other Sections of Your Literature Review Once you've decided on the
organizational method for your literature review, the sections you need to include in the paper should be easy
to figure out because they arise from your organizational strategy. Cook, Kathleen E.


