
TENSE USAGE IN ACADEMIC WRITING

Most Common Verb Tenses in Academic Writing; APA Style Guidelines on Verb Simple past: Use the simple past tense
to describe a completed action that.

Past perfect progressive: She had been writing for 2 hours before her friends arrived. Keep in mind that verb
tenses should be adjusted after the proposal after the research has been completed. It is the same for all
persons and number. Likewise, the past tense is useful when writing a case study, since this is almost always
about something that has already occurred. Past Tense The past tense is used when describing events that have
already happened. The present tense can also do this in a literature review, since it frames research in terms of
its current significance. Attempts at intervention must both focus on remediation of the impaired components
of reading as well as extensive rehabilitation to reverse the growing experience differential. Note, however,
that the facts and generalizations that emerge from past research are reported in the present simple. Specialized
testing most often reveals pres. Shatz et al. Future perfect progressive: She will have been writing for 2 hours
by the time her friends come over. Green et al. Considering these processes generally take place before the
arrival at a conclusion, the Methods are usually written in the simple past tense. Both of the sentences above
are grammatically correct. I have travelled to China. The data collected from Green's research suggest that
exposure to stress reduces language fluency. Lawrence Erlbaum,  However, it is important to ensure that the
tense usage is consistent so as not to confuse readers. Within a sentence there needs to be a logical sequence to
the ideas or events. The country was still recovering from the recession when Donald Trump was elected.
Consistency of verb tenses Jumping from tense to tense can make reading difficult and confusing. Example:
Many researchers have studied how small business owners can be successful beyond the initial few years in
business. Longman Grammar of Spoken and Written English. This is confusing because the writer starts by
looking back at the past ended but then changes their perspective to the present perfect have moved. See an
example When to use the past simple The past simple should be used to describe completed actions and
events, including steps in the research process and historical background information. At the time of diagnosis,
poor readers are pres. Explanation: Yes, there are some times where it is appropriate to switch tense within a
paragraph or sentence. We revise these tips periodically and welcome feedback. Smith discovered that the
treatment is effective. This is better, because all the action is situated in the past. References: Academic Skills,
University of Melbourne.


