
ME AND A MADMAN HAMLET FEIGNS

There need be no doubt that Hamlet's madness was really feigned, and here is (III. i. ) But it serves his wicked purpose
to declare him a madman, and to.

To think, to know, to know perchance to understand, the truth behind it all There need he no doubt, then, that
Hamlet's madness was really feigned. In contrast, Ophelia is openly mad and is used by Shakespeare to show
the various forms of insanity. Throughout the play, the characters in Hamlet are constantly facing themes of
tragedy, betrayal, and most importantly, madness. Shakespeare creates a contrasting relationship between the
breakdown of Ophelia and the "north-north-west" brand of insanity used by Hamlet in that while Hamlet's
character offers more evidence for a contriving manipulation, Ophelia's breakdown is quick, but more
conclusive in its precision But it needs no drama to teach that. This evidently is a declaration of his intention
to be "foolish," as Schmidt has explained the word. Thus, "Her speech is nothing. His words imply that, just as
the wind only occasionally blows from the north-north-west, so too is he only occasionally struck by madness.
The madness of Hamlet is often disputed, for good reason, as his behavior is frequently baffling throughout
the play. His avowed intention was to throw them off the track. To discover the cause behind the madness of
Hamlet, each character used their own ambitions, emotions and interpretations of past events Hamlet denies it.
This paper argues that the contrapuntal character in the play, namely Ophelia, acts as a balancing argument to
the other character's madness or sanity. Many portions of the play supports his loss of control in his actions,
while other parts uphold his ability of dramatic art. No sooner, however, has he reached this conviction than
Hamlet's clever toying with the old gentleman leads him to admit that "Though this be madness, yet there is
method in't. When Hamlet is with a trustworthy friend, he is rational and symptom-free; as soon as those
persons appear, however, whom he wants to convince that he is mad, he changes his behavior so as to implant
different explanations in their minds for his notic Madness is defined as the quality or condition of mental
illness or derangement being insane. The most obvious evidence is that Hamlet himself says he is going to
pretend to be mad, suggesting he is at least sane enough to be able to tell the difference between disordered
and rational behavior. But no such dramatic value can be assigned to Hamlet's madness. Although Hamlet and
Ophelia are the only characters thought to be so afflicted, the reactions of other characters to this madness
mirrors their own preoccupations. According to Carney Landis and James D. But the intimation seems to
mean nothing to the dull ears of his old school-fellow. There is much evidence in the play that Hamlet
deliberately feigned fits of madness in order to confuse and disconcert the king and his attendants.
Shakespeare, the author of this tragic play, leaves the audience to decide whether Hamlet is truly mad or not In
these lines, however, Hamlet also denies responsibility for having killed Laertes' father. In this as in
everything the king is insincere, and seeks not the truth but his own personal ends. Badger,  His avowed
intention to act "strange or odd" and to "put an antic disposition on" 1 I. Boston R. In the tragedy Hamlet, each
of the main characters explains Hamlets madness in their own unique way. He indicates that his fit of madness
effectively separated himself from himself, and he underscores this sense of distance from himself by speaking
in the third person. Was not like madness. Madness typically occurs in the minds of individuals that have
experienced an event or series of events that their mind simply cannot cope with and, thus, to avoid their harsh
reality, they fall into a state of madness. If Hamlet from himself be ta'en away, And when he's not himself
does wrong Laertes, Then Hamlet does it not. However, as with many other examples of Hamlet's
double-speak, there is a method to the apparent madness. Although they both appear to be mad at times, their
downfall or supposed downfall is quite different. His instructions to his henchmen, "Get from him why he puts
on this confusion" II. Also, it is going through a lot of stresses at the same time causing you to not think
straight


