
THE HISTORY OF THE ERUPTION OF MOUNT VESUVIUS AND THE

DESTRUCTION OF THE CITY OF POMPEII

Mount Vesuvius, a volcano near the Bay of Naples in Italy, has erupted 79 A.D., when the volcano buried the ancient
Roman city of Pompeii under a That prehistoric catastrophe destroyed almost every village, house and.

Located on Italy's west coast, it overlooks the Bay and City of Naples and sits in the crater of the ancient
Somma volcano. As the clouds pass from across the top of the mountain, the flame and lava can be seen
shooting high into the sky to spill over the sides and run in red streams down the slopes. Far away in
Misenum, approximately 13 miles 21 kilometers from Pompeii, Pliny the Younger , the year-old nephew of
Pliny the Elder, and his mother joined other refugees escaping the earthquakes rocking their city. The authors
suggest that the first ash falls are to be interpreted as early-morning, low-volume explosions not seen from
Misenum, causing Rectina to send her messenger on a ride of several hours around the Bay of Naples, then
passable, providing an answer to the paradox of how the messenger might miraculously appear at Pliny's villa
so shortly after a distant eruption that would have prevented him. In fact, Pompeii must have resembled a giant
building site, with reconstruction work taking place in both public buildings and private houses. Which was
the first Roman road â€” and where did it run? It was initially believed that due to the state of the bodies found
at Pompeii and the outline of clothes on the bodies it was unlikely that high temperatures were a significant
cause. Scholars now agree, however, that this was merely one in a series of earthquakes that shook Pompeii
and the surrounding area in the years before AD 79, when Vesuvius erupted. Abdy states that it is "remarkable
that both coins will have taken just two months after minting to enter circulation and reach Pompeii before the
disaster. Geological Survey. Modern coast lines are shown; Pliny the Younger was at Misenum. Lights seen
on the mountain were interpreted as fires. That's why, after every eruption, people rebuild their homes on the
slopes of the volcano. Pliny the Younger, a Roman historian who witnessed the 79 AD eruption, wrote the
oldest surviving description of the tall, tree-shaped cloud that rose above the volcano. Pompeii was buried
under layers of ash for centuries It remained buried for over 1, years until part of it was discovered by accident
in  Early in the morning of the second day the grey cloud began to collapse to a greater degree. Fires, caused
by oil lamps that had fallen during the quake, added to the panic. The forum and many public and private
buildings of high architectural quality were built, including the large theatre, the sanctuary to Jupiter, the
Basilica, the Comitium, the Stabian baths and a new two-story portico. As the ship was preparing to leave the
area, a messenger came from his friend Rectina wife of Bassus living on the coast near the foot of the volcano,
explaining that her party could only get away by sea and asking for rescue. The authors discovered that the
city, Pompeii, was a relatively cool spot within a much hotter field, which they attributed to interaction of the
surge with the "fabric" of the city. Guards wore leather jackets and "steel pot" helmets to protect themselves
from rains of hot ash and small rocks. In the course of fourteen centuries of handwritten manuscript tradition
that led up to the printing of his letters, the date given in Pliny's original letter may have been corrupted.
Vesuvius is most famous for the 79 AD eruption which destroyed the Roman cities of Pompeii and
Herculaneum. When individual molecules, which are magnetic dipoles , are held in alignment by being bound
in a crystalline structure, the small fields reinforce each other to form the rock's residual field. Map showing
the location of Mount Vesuvius on the west coast of Italy. The major quake was followed by several minor
shakes throughout the following years. Mount Vesuvius Introduction Vesuvius is the only active volcano in
mainland Europe , and has produced some of the continent's largest volcanic eruptions. Colourised copperplate
print by Thomas Burke 8. Wine fermenting jars had been sealed, which would have happened around the end
of October. After staying overnight, the party was driven from the building by an accumulation of material
which threatened to block all egress. It formed the basis for the currently visible walls with an outer wall of
rectangular limestone blocks as an enormous terrace wall supporting a large agger , or earth embankment,
behind it. Nearby cities of Herculaneum and Nuceria were also affected. The letter compares the ash to a
blanket of snow. Older, damaged frescoes were often covered with newer ones, for example. The 79 AD
eruption of Vesuvius is why volcanologists use "Plinian" to describe large volcanic eruption clouds. Final
figures are considered to be those of the rocks in the current just before deposition. Mount Vesuvius is
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considered to be one of the most dangerous volcanoes in the world because of its proximity to the city of
Naples and the surrounding towns on the nearby slopes. Pompeii, although governed by the Samnites, entered
in effect in the Roman orbit, to which it remained faithful even during the third Samnite war and in the war
against Pyrrhus. In the ideal sample, the PDC did not raise the temperature of the fragment beyond the highest
blocking temperature. The 79 AD eruption is one of the most well-known ancient eruptions in the world, and
may have killed more than 16, people.


