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If all else failed then the victim was simply told that he would be executed without the formality of a trial.
Kamenev and Zinoviev agreed to confess on condition that they receive a direct guarantee from the entire
Politburo that their lives and those of their families and followers would be spared. They, and others, were put
on show trials in Moscow. Those who survived the NKVD prisons â€” and very few did â€” later wrote about
the brutal regime they faced. The show trials had to prove their guilt preferably with a very public admission
of betraying the revolution and therefore the people. They based this assessment on the confessions of the
accused, which were freely given in open court, without any apparent evidence that they had been extracted by
torture or drugging. Others faced the prospect of a sentence in the brutal gulags that were being built across
the USSR. I am guilty of having been the organiser, second only to Trotsky, of that block whose chosen task
was the killing of Stalin. After months of such interrogation, the defendants were driven to despair and
exhaustion. The New York Times noted the absurdity in an editorial on March 1, "It is as if twenty years after
Yorktown somebody in power at Washington found it necessary for the safety of the State to send to the
scaffold Thomas Jefferson, Madison, John Adams, Hamilton, Jay and most of their associates. Venyamin
Maximov-Dikovsky Pyotr Kryuchkov The fact that Yagoda was one of the accused showed the speed at which
the purges were consuming its own. Soviet citizens believed there was a conspiracy against the Soviet Union.
For whatever reason, Stalin viewed these men as potential rivals and as such they had to go. The defendants
included most of the surviving Old Bolsheviks, as well as the former leadership of the Soviet secret police.
Bukharin and others were claimed to have plotted the overthrow and territorial partition of the Soviet Union in
collusion with agents of the German and Japanese governments, among other preposterous charges. Stalin also
observed some of the trial in person from a hidden chamber in the courtroom. Of 1, delegates to the party
congress in , 1, were arrested. Some astute observers noted that he would allow only what was in his written
confession and refused to go any further. After the death of Stalin, Nikita Khrushchev repudiated the trials in a
speech to the Twentieth Congress of the Russian Communist Party: The commission has become acquainted
with a large quantity of materials in the NKVD archives and with other documents and has established many
facts pertaining to the fabrication of cases against Communists, to glaring abuses of Socialist legality which
resulted in the death of innocent people. Stalin received reports that correspondences from Trotsky were found
among the possessions of one of those arrested in the widened probe. Stalin's Role: Directed by Stalin in
secret, Show trials used as propaganda, denounced by Khrushchev after Stalin's death. Despite the promise to
spare his family, Bukharin's wife, Anna Larina , was sent to a labor camp, but she survived. But we are close
friends, and intellectual friendship is stronger than other friendships. A promise of better treatment was made
to ensure the swift signature of a confession. In June , Stalin signed a decree that held the family of a prisoner
as guilty as he was and that the family directed of course against the Old Guard was guilty in its own right. A
different approach was needed. That while confessions are necessarily entitled to the most serious
consideration, the confessions themselves contain such inherent improbabilities as to convince the
Commission that they do not represent the truth, irrespective of any means used to obtain them. In May ,
rehabilitation of Zinoviev, Kamenev, Radek, and co-defendants was announced. The trials in literature[ edit ]
Koestler, Arthur  We entered into an alliance with Trotsky. There is little doubt that those who faced a show
trial were going to be found guilty and they served the main purpose of Stalin â€” to get rid of anyone who
might be a potential rival to him as leader.


