
ORAL HISTORY RESEARCH PAPERS

Fields in which you might be assigned an oral history paper include history, Academic fields have emerged to explore
the experiences of marginalized groups.

Oral historians have argued that in interviewing living witnesses they established a different relationship with
the past in contrast to other historians. In fact, poetry was first utilized as a technique to assist in keeping an
oral record of things like history, stories, genealogy and in some cases, even law. Think about what kinds of
issues would be most helpful for you to learn about. As well as the major journals, which include the Oral
History Review in the United States and Oral History in Britain , the development of oral history has been
well served by the Perks and Thomson edited Oral History Reader , now in its second edition. Punctuate
correctly â€” use a writing style guide if you have doubts. Oral traditions are verbal accounts of events from
the more distant past that have been handed down over generations and are shared by a group of people.
Folklore: Folklorists study culture as it is expressed in everyday life and often use oral history projects to
gather materials to preserve and study. Her powerful criticism of oral historians' 'tendency to transform the
writing of history into a form of populism' continues to be appreciated as a warning. Oral history involves
interviewing a person or group to get an inside perspective into what it was like to live in a particular time or
is like to live as the member of a particular group within a society. Some of the most common problems that
patients see the dentist about are sores in the mouth, such as canker sores, the appearance of their teeth,
including whitening and braces, and oral pains that can come from cavities or things of tha In general the
folklorist seeks to uncover folk traditions known throughout a group, and the ethnographer seeks to unravel
the cultural patterns and organizational structure of a group. The oral history reader. A quiet, private
environment is optimal. For instance, you may just choose some topics to discuss, allowing the interviewee to
lead the way. Although subject to differing interpretations, 'shared authority' has provided the basis for
approaches to working with individuals and groups. I caught the gossip and even learnt the songs they sang as
they shared in jollification and other family customs, all from the memories of those who were there. For
instance, learning how the person felt about major life events might help you understand how your interviewee
sees his or her life as a whole. And this was also reflected in contributions in Oral History , which at the time
included articles from or about Eire, Sweden, Canada and parts of Africa. The work of Luisa Passerini still
inspires researchers concerned about the relationship of the disciplines of oral history and history. You will
turn in the following, all together, in a big envelope, with your name clearly marked on each component: The
paper According to university research rules, you will need to have each of your interview subjects sign a
consent form. Madison: University of Wisconsin Press. Oral historians emphasize the collection of verbal
information through interviews. This caused many problems for the American Indians. Instead, introduce it
and integrate it into your sentences. See also:. You can gently push your subjects in different directions and
may ask them some probing questions to spark some deeper thinking. Though this is standard practice for
professional historians, your instructor may or may not expect you to do this. Oral history is a field of study
concerned with obtaining, interpreting, and preserving historical information from verbal accounts.
International collaborations Developments in narrative and memory were in part inspired by international
collaborations between oral historians in the s. Through its annual conferences and a seminar series the
Society continues explicitly to explore new areas and engage new audiences. Note: the presence of a recording
device may make the subjects slightly nervous. In the s the newly emerging discipline of labour history was
also finding value in oral sources. Historians are well aware that the themes driving the historical enterprise
itself reflect changing political and social climates.


