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IN PAKISTAN AND STRATEGIC RESPONSE. Syed Jawad Shah & Waseem Ishaque*. Abstract. National integration is
the pursuit for harmony within the State .

Ideological Orientation. Demand Of New Provinces. In the absence of a uniform educational system,
particularly in terms of curricula and mode of education, one cannot expect the youths of Pakistan, who are
around 50 per cent of the population, to seek attachment with the land, values, culture, history and other
characteristics of the country. Provincial Autonomy. Three India-Pakistan wars , , and also provided a base to
the argument that internal unity was a necessity for our survival. A national culture emerges as a result of
synthesis of regional cultures through an evolutionary process in an atmosphere of conciliation and amity. If
the scramble for personal acquisition of the few goes on unabated without caring for the sufferings of the
many, it may be difficult to prevent the society from falling apart. Pakistan's political landscape has been
marred by intense political wrangling, polarization and lack of political accommodation. The power of the
provinces look impressive when confined to the distribution of legislative powers, but when one examines the
administrative and financial aspects,federal dominance of the provinces is clearly visible. Pakistan's smaller
provinces resent political exclusion and are unhappy with the inadequate sharing of power and resources
within the Country. To carve out a national identity, Pakistan's leadership hadto grapple with the confrontation
of competing ethnic groups, with only Islam serving as a tenuous link. Using religion for national integration
seemed irresistible, since it was practically the only common bond between the several ethnicities and
nationalities. It is very difficult to measure that the process of national integration has been secured by the
states. The nation refers to an entity that has social and cultural, rather than legalistic, overtone Paddison, 
Religion vs Ideology. In the words of Mazar Arif, 'New provinces, if created, will in fact be new 'federating
units' representing social, cultural, linguistic and historical values and the aspirations of their respective
peoples in the federation of Pakistan. Pakistan today lacks the social justice, cohesion, and moderation, which
has given rise to extremism and religious intolerance in the society. Parallel education systems are further
segregating the society into classes. Baluchistan Issue. These did not exactly make the population, especially
in the smaller provinces, interested in the future of a united Pakistan, and the propensity still continues.
Political instability, the rampant corruption of the political and bureaucratic?? The failure of national
integration in creating Pakistani man and woman has much to do with dysfunctional educational system of the
country which is unable to provide equal opportunities to children to seek basic quality education. Economic
Turmoil. Unless there is political will, determination along with honest, clear and a visionary leadership, one
cannot expect a country to remain united and integrated as a nation. Just economic developments in all the
provinces need to be ensured. Sectarianism came to its zenith in Gen Zia's tenure due to vested interests of the
ruling elite, external involvement, and flawed policies. Sectarianism has the capacity to create hurdles in the
way of national integration, if steps are not taken to sincerely tackle the issue. How sense of deprivation
deepened in East Pakistan and in the smaller provinces of West Pakistan and why issues which triggered the
disintegration of Pakistan were not resolved? It is not only language which matters as far as national
integration is concerned but tolerance and acceptance of each other regardless of variation in culture, class and
religion also matters. Ideological and Religious Issues a. Media, both electronic and print, can play a vital role
in this regard while providing the public with a sound knowledge of happenings around them. Horizontal i.
Sometimes it also has been observed that distress group gives more preference to subidentity over national
identity. Biases on ethnic, cultural, lingual, religious or sectarian grounds can never lead to political or
economic stability. Middle Class Non-Representation. The phenomenal increase in number of deeni madrassas
has not only increased sectarianism but also introduced militancy in the Country. Few aspects which
strengthen the national integration of Pakistan are as under:- a. Moreover stressing upon Islam aggravated
sectarian conflicts and inhibited the process of modernization by strengthening the hands of fundamentalist
parties. According to the constitution, all wealth, minerals etc under the land belongs to the state, therefore no
share could be legally paid to the people. It is not the time to outwit all the others but it is time to use wits of
all to outwit the enemies of state and to counter their designs byfinding true solutions to our problems. Though
Pakistantook a principled stance in the best interest of the country, many quarters in thecountry believed the
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decision was taken under the USpressure.


