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So far China has refrained fro causing major economic damage. As a student of Constitutional Law and a
citizen of this nation, I am one with Justice Carpio in his quest to denounce that Chinas presence in the
Philippine EEZ is a serious threat to our sovereignty. The shoal also lies within the nine dotted lines drawn by
china on maps marking its claim to around two-thirds of the total area of the South China Sea. But even as the
Philippine Constitution and, by definition, all subsequent constitutions affirms the legality or legitimacy of
these treaties, constitutional provisions however do assert that Philippine national territory is comprised of the
"Philippine archipelago, with all the islands and waters embraced therein, and all other territories over which
the Philippines has sovereignty or jurisdiction. But setting that aside, the mere claim of it due to history and
being part of the South China Sea could be justifiable. Scenario 1. The Chinese media has been comparatively
restrained in its criticism pointedly noting that military exercises should contribute to regional peace and
stability. It is very clear that Philippines has the sovereign right to utilize whatever resources are present in its
territorial and economic zone as stipulated in the UNCLOS. Do you think the economic squeeze that China
applied to the Philippines more stringent checks on Philippine banana exports that held up several containers
of the fruit in Chinese ports, decision by some Chinese travel agencies to stop tours to the Philippines etc. This
is misinterpreted by one of the Chinese surveillance ships, which rams the Coast Guard vessel. International
law makes a distinction between an island and a rock. In this situation it is up to the Philippines to be portray
itself as the victim not the protagonist. Diplomatic Solution Through President Aquino and Foreign Affairs
Secretary Alberto del Rosario, the Philippines has constantly publicized its desire to resolve the dispute
through peaceful settlements and mediation based on international law -- specifically through UNCLOS -- a
position which Beijing has flatly rejected. While a diplomatic or legal solution remain distant objectives, both
countries continue their build-up of navy and military hardware. Peoples Republic of China claim that Chinese
people discovered the shoal centuries ago and that there is a long history of Chinese fishing activity in the
area. Only five rocks are above water at high tide. At night an armed party from the FLEC ship boards and
takes over the Philippine Coast Guard cutter on the pretext of detaining a vessel operating illegally in Chinese
waters. First, could the Philippines sustain its presence without technical problems such as mechanical
breakdowns and fuel becoming an issue? Direct boarding of anything other than a fishing vessel is not likely
to be attempted by any Chinese marine paramilitaries, Li said. The Philippines will in the end benefit from an
enhanced military relationship with the U. It must be above water at high tide. Balikatan is designed to
promote interoperability between the armed forces of the Philippines and the United States. Second, the
Scarborough Shoal incident has provoked a domestic outcry in the Philippines that is largely critical of the
role its ally, the United States. China has been accused of suspending tourism to the Philippines and imposing
sanctions over imports of Philippine fruits. Storey also felt this scenario was unlikely and too Tom Clancy.
This led to some domestic pressure to resolve the matter but Chinese tourism to the Philippines, while
important, is not decisive.


